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Green and fair economy – 
a holistic concept for 
a sustainable economy 
Solution approaches based purely on economics do not lead 
to optimal success – at least, not in the medium to long 
term. Rather, a sustainable economy requires an equal con-
sideration of the ecological and social dimensions. The green 
economy concept, or, better said, the green and fair econ-
omy concept, is in principle suitable for, if not avoiding an 
economic and financial crisis as experienced in the last five 
years, at least moderating its negative effects. The important 
thing here is to integrate the design of the concept as much 
as possible at the political, economic and individual level. 
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1. Global challenges 
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2. Green and fair economy 
– a better term 
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3. Political level 
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4. Economic level 
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5. Individual level 
6. Conclusion 
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 Policy Brief 2012/07: Sustainability and solidarity – 
basic ideas of new financial structures 
Federal financial structures which include fiscal equaliza-
tion between the German states remain indispensable 
for leveling out significant regional economic differences 
and for ensuring sufficient funding for the responsibili-
ties of the public sector across the nation. The necessary 
revisions of financial structures beginning in 2020 pro-
vide an opportunity for a substantial overhaul. The ob-
jective is to consolidate in the long term the budgets of 
federal, state and municipal governments and to safe-
guard a modern welfare state. 
 
Policy Brief 2013/01: How Germany Benefits from 
the Euro in Economic Terms 
Germany benefits from the euro in a significant number 
of ways. For example, monetary union membership 
helps to reduce the cost of international trade, and pro-
vides protection against excessive exchange rate volatil-
ity. This means that even if Germany had to write off a 
large percentage of the loans that it has made available 
to the heavily indebted states of southern Europe as 
part of the various euro rescue measures, the economic 
advantages of its membership of the monetary union 
would continue to predominate.  
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